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SUBJECT: US-FRG TANK HARMONIZATION PROGRAM - PRESS RELEASE 

1 . THE FOLLOWING WAS RELEASED JAN 12 IN BONN, WEST GERMANY 
AND IN WASHINGTON, DC. QUOTE: 

ON JANUARY 1 1 AND 12, 1977, IN CONTINUATION OF THE FRG-US 
NEGOTIATIONS CONCERNING TANK STANDARDIZATION, MARTIN R. 

HOFFMANN, THE SECRETARY OF THE ARMY, HELD DISCUSSIONS WITH 
UNCLASSIFIED 
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GEORG LEBER, FEDERAL MINISTER OF DEFENSE, AND STATE 
SECRETARY DR. KARL SCHNELL IN BONN. 

DISCUSSIONS FOCUSED ON STANDARDIZATION PROGRESS ACHIEVED 
TO DATE, AND BOTH SIDES EMPHASIZED THEIR INTENTION TO 
REACH UTMOST COMMONALITY IN THEIR RESPECTIVE TANK PROGRAMS. 
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MAJOR ISSUES WERE RESOLVED AS FOLLOWS: 

- THE UNITED STATES IS NOT IN A POSITION TO MAKE ITS 
DECISION ON A 120MM GUN BY JANUARY 15, AS PREVIOUSLY 
AGREED, AND THUS WILL POSTPONE DECISION UNTIL 30 
DECEMBER 1977 IN ORDER TO ALLOW FOR FURTHER TEST AND 
EVALUATION. 

- FURTHER, THE FRG INTENDS TO PROPOSE TO ITS PARLIAMENT 
IN MARCH 1977 A SMOOTHBORE 120MM GUN FOR LEOPARD 2 
PRODUCTION IN PURSUANCE OF THE JULY 1976 ADDENDUM, AND IN 
ORDER TO MEET ITS SCHEDULE FOR FIELDING THE LEOPARD 2 
TANK. 

- BOTH NATIONS AGREE THAT AS THEIR RESPECTIVE PROGRAMS 
PROGRESS, THE MAIN GUN AND OTHER SUB-SYSTEMS WILL BE 
CONSIDERED IN A CONTINUING PROGRAM OF MAIN BATTLE TANK 
STANDARDIZATION. END QUOTE. 

2. DETAILS TO BE PROVIDED AS SOON AS AVAILABLE. 


KISSINGER 


UNCLASSIFIED 


NNN 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 
Capture Date: 01 -Jan-1 994 12:00:00 am 
Channel Indicators: n/a 
Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: TEXT, STANDARDS, PRESS RELEASES, TANKS (COMBAT VEHICLES), REGIONAL DEFENSE ORGANIZATIONS, 
INTERGOVERNMENTAL COOPERATION 

Control Number: n/a 
Copy: SINGLE 

Sent Date: 12-Jan-1977 12:00:00 am 
Decaption Date: 01 -Jan-1 960 12:00:00 am 

Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: n/a 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 

Disposition Date: 01 -Jan-1 960 12:00:00 am 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1977STATE007217 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: LTC HEIBERG:MEM 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: N/A 

Errors: N/A 

Expiration: 

Film Number: D77001 2-0651 
Format: TEL 
From: STATE 
Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1977/newtext/t1 97701 57/aaaabyfs. tel 

Line Count: 85 
Litigation Code IDs: 

Litigation Codes: 

Litigation History: 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 

Message ID: 744a70da-c288-dd1 1-92da-001cc4696bcc 

Office: ORIGIN EUR 

Original Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 

Original Previous Classification: n/a 

Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 

Page Count: 2 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: n/a 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: n/a 
Retention: 0 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 16-Sep-2004 12:00:00 am 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 
Review Media Identifier: 

Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
SAS ID: 3612058 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: US-FRG TANK HARMONIZATION PROGRAM - PRESS RELEASE 

TAGS: MPOL, US, GE, NATO 

To: NATO POSTS NATO BRUSSELS 

Type: TE 

vdkvgwkey: odbc://SAS/SAS.dbo.SAS_Docs/744a70da-c288-dd1 1-92da-001cc4696bcc 
Review Markings: 

Margaret P. Grafeld 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
22 May 2009 

Markings: Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



